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ARTIST STATEMENT 

 
I was raised amongst craftsmen. My father is a potter, my mother a seamstress, 
our friends were woodworkers, metal smiths, and fiber artists. My entire life has 
been surrounded by makers, their processes, and their well-crafted functional 
objects.  
 
In my work, I take familiar objects and re-contextualize them through location, 
functionality, material, or a combination of references to other objects. 
Researching the appropriate visual references and materials for each concept 
can take me months before I am happy with a combination. This mixture of 
imagery and materials is an attempt to communicate my life experiences in 
hopes that others can relate and connect with my visual interpretations. The 
functionality of my work is in its ability to create a conversation in my absence. 
 
An integral part of my sculpture has been the implied figure. Even if I create parts 
of the human form, there is reference to another party. I want viewers to ask 
themselves, who is this object for and what does its use imply. 
 
By using forms that reference a utilitarian entity, I tempt viewers to take action 
with the work. I want to engage people both physically and mentally. Pick it up, 
listen, put it on, sit down, look inside, climb-in, all of those familiar actions that our 
daily objects evoke, reinterpreted within the confines of a fine art object. 
 
Because I often mix visual references in my work, I generally need to use a 
combination of materials.  For example if I want to allude to the comfort of a place 
and the stability it provides, I find it far more engaging to combine a material that 
evokes comfort, such as cotton, with one that suggests stability, such as wood, 
rather than trying to make one material do both. 
 
Curiosity about materials and processes has driven the direction my work has 
taken. Each material I become familiar with opens up new possibilities with what 
can be communicated and where the work can exist. It is this cycle of material 
exploration, concept and site, which keeps me engaged as an artist.  
	  


